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PARTIAL REVIEW OF SOUTH EAST PLAN - GYPSIES, 

TRAVELLERS AND TRAVELLING SHOWPEOPLE: EXAMINATION 

IN PUBLIC 
 
1. Summary 

 
1.1   The Examination in Public of the South East Plan proposed policies and 

district allocations for gypsy and traveller provision is to take place in 
February 2010.   The Council has been invited to participate in the 
Examination and to submit a written statement in response to matters 
identified as relevant to the Council by the Examination Panel.  

 
1.2    This report suggests that the Council should take up this invitation, and 

proposes the scope of the Council’s written response and representations at 
the Examination.   

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1  That the invitation to participate in the Examination in Public of the partial 

review of the South East Plan: planning for gypsy and traveller 
accommodation be accepted;   

2.2  That the Planning Policy Manager and the Regeneration Director be granted 
delegated authority to prepare and submit evidence to, and represent the 
Council at the Examination in Public, on the basis set out in this report.  

 

 
3. Background and Discussion 
 

3.1. A single issue review of the South East Plan regarding Gypsy and 
Traveller Accommodation was undertaken between 2007 and 2009. 
The Council  has been involved by : 

• preparing a Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment, 
identifying local needs,  jointly with the North Kent authorities; 

•  providing  advice  regarding the level of future need, in conjunction 
with County authorities,  to the Regional Planning Board, 

• responding to two consultations regarding alternative options and 
the recommended approach for the allocation of gypsy pitches up to 
2016 (reported to Cabinet October 2008 and July 2009) 

     
3.2. An independent Panel will conduct an Examination in Public (EiP) of 

the recommended approach. This is to take place in February 2010. 
The Panel will then report to Government. If approved, the 
recommended policy will become part of the South East Plan.    

  
3.3. The Panel has considered representations made in response to the 

consultations and has published a final list of matters to be 
discussed at the Examination together with a timetable and list of 
participants. The Council has been invited to participate at the EiP 
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and to submit a written statement in response to those matters that 
are relevant. It is suggested that this invitation be accepted, as it will 
enable the Council to influence the final outcome of this policy 
review, and respond if new proposals emerge in the course of the 
examination. 

 
3.4. In order to ensure that the Council’s submissions and 

representations can be developed in response to unfolding 
circumstances in the run-up to, and at, the Examination, it is 
proposed that authority be delegated to officers to finalise them, 
within an overall framework agreed by Cabinet on the basis of this 
report. 

  
3.5. It is proposed that the Council’s written responses and 

representation at the EiP reflect the responses made to previous 
consultations on the South East Plan policy, as it has been 
emerging.  These have been reported to and agreed by Cabinet in 
October 2008 and July 2009.  The Council’s previous responses 
have favoured a distribution of pitches informed not only by local 
need but also environmental constraints within a district. The Council 
has also supported a wider re-distribution of pitches across the 
region, in unison with Kent County Council and Kent authorities, and 
has proposed that further consideration of transit pitches be 
undertaken at a County level.  

 
3.6. The Panel will first consider overall regional provision and will explore 

areas such as consistency of approach to Government guidance, the 
quality of the evidence on which the policy is based, monitoring and 
other process matters. Kent County Council have been invited to the 
EiP session on this matter (Matter 1).On the whole there has been a 
high level of agreement between districts within Kent regarding the 
issues being examined in this matter. Kent County Council have 
undertaken to provide a written response to Matter 1, which Kent 
districts can either support in full or in part. It is suggested that officers 
review the County’s written statement once a draft version becomes 
available, and then decide what representations the Council may need 
to make either in support of the County Council’s approach or 
highlighting points of difference or detail to ensure that the Council’s 
position is consistent with the principles it has adopted in previous 
consultation rounds.   

3.7. The second matter to be considered by the Panel will be the 
examination of sub-regional assessment and provision. The Council 
has been invited to participate in the Kent and Medway session. 
Although the Panel have given some indication of the areas they wish 
to examine, these are subject to change at session itself.  Based on the 
Panel’s current  areas of examination, it is proposed that the following 
points will be made by officers on the Council’s behalf: 
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• Promoting the principle of redistribution of additional gypsy pitches 
across the region so as to provide opportunities to settle in areas 
where there are more job opportunities and in areas where there 
are fewer environmental constraints. The South East Plan proposed 
criteria based on suitable land availability and size of population in 
each district as a basis for redistribution is supported as a means of 
achieving this outcome.   

• Highlighting the shortcomings in the underlying evidence of need 
derived from accommodation assessments in relation to travelling 
showpeople and in the recommended policy and distribution pattern 
which does not adequately reflect realistic lifestyle and travelling 
patterns of this particular group.  

• Recommending that the South East Plan promotes a flexible 
approach to the provision and distribution of transit and short stay 
pitches to allow for further investigation of need and discussion of 
provision at sub-regional level.  

3.8 The timetable for preparing written statements is tight with a deadline 
of 30 December. There will not be opportunity to report final 
Statements to Cabinet for agreement. It is suggested that authority be 
delegated to the Planning Policy Manager and the Regeneration 
Director to agree statements and present the Council’s case at EiP. 

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 

HS 1. To meet the housing needs of the Borough 
 
5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 

assessments 
 

Financial Implications None 

Legal Implications None  

Staffing Implications None 

Administrative Implications None  

Risk Assessment No constraints identified 

 
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
  

Not applicable 
 
7. Appendices 
  

None 
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